
Further Insights from the Life of Jacob 
 

A brief overview of the three patriarchs reveals that, in the case of Abraham, God 

institutes, re-affirms and confirms his covenant of promise with him.  In Yahweh's 

dealing with Abraham, the Lord God is very busy in calling and sending him; appearing 

to him on several occasions; extending his waiting periods and subjecting him to that 

most difficult test on Mt. Moriah; rebuking and correcting his sinful impatience in having 

a son after the flesh; rescuing him from the kings of Egypt and Gerar; and so on.  As 

one theologian put it, there is “a high degree of divine redemptive energy” at work with 

Abraham and the emphasis of the divine interaction is the objective character of God's 

revelation to Abraham.   

 With Isaac, though there are many similarities with his father: in the 

barrenness of his wife, his exposure to danger in Gerar, the treatment received from 

Abimelech, the different character between his two sons, Esau and Jacob when 

compared with Ishmael and Isaac, etc., the situation changes radically.  His relationship 

with God is characterized by suffering and self-surrender; he is shown to be very 

passive in nature.  The dramatic encounter with Yahweh is not as profound as it was 

with Abraham.  For example, Yahweh appears to him only on two occasions. 

 When we meet Jacob, we quickly learn that the major aspect of his 

relationship with God is the subjective transformation of his life.  Yes, there is, as with 

Abraham, a high level of immediate divine activity, but the change brought about in 

Jacob is most outstanding.  Why is this important?  Because of the three patriarchs, the 

character of Jacob is the most shameful.  His reprehensible character was shown even 

in the womb when he grasped his older brother’s heel in order to gain first entry into the 

world and worsened in life in stealing Esau's birthright and in his shady dealings with 

Laban.  Yet, at the end of his life we see him being steadfast and staunch in the faith, 

conscious of his key role as the patriarchal head responsible for dispensing the divine 

blessing to his sons and consumed with fulfilling God's priorities by desiring a clear 

separation from Egypt.  Whence the change in his life?  God's grace, amazing electing 

grace, which saved a wretch like him… and you and me!!   

 Next week, God willing, we'll pursue this reflection but in the meantime, if 

the Lord has saved you by regeneration of the Holy Spirit through the means of faith in 

Christ alone, we are to know, as Jacob shows, that the Lord chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the earth to be holy and blameless before him, Eph 1:4.  Without this 

holiness, no one will see the Lord.  Are we striving for this holiness?  Do we have a 

grateful desire to live lives that are 

separated from the world and unto God? Would we rather be holy than happy? 


